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Foreword

The focus of the 2004 Connecticut KIDS COUNT Data Book, Family Economic Security, was chosen as a result of policy discussions that have taken place
across the state and the country over the past few years about the results of welfare reform and the issue of persistent poverty.

As the country slipped from the abundance of the 1990s to the economic constraints of the new millennium, our understanding of the many contributing
factors that influence family success has grown. As one of our colleagues so aptly stated, “A job alone is not enough.” A job may or may not provide
adequate income to support a family. Public acknowledgement that Family Economic Security policies are important to our state is growing and represents
an important paradigm shift.

This year’s Data Book contains several changes to content and format that we hope will support your analytic and planning needs. Responding to feedback
from our Advisory Committee and users, we have changed the book’s layout to facilitate better comparison of town-level data. Maps, policy narratives, and
information sources provide context for each indicator.

For purposes of continuity with past Connecticut KIDS COUNT Data Books, we have updated other child health and well-being indicators and report them on
our organizational website — www.cahs.org. These additional indicators include:
» Health — Low Birthweight, Late or No Prenatal Care, Infant Mortality;
» Education — Pre-kindergarten Experience, Connecticut Mastery Test (CMT) Scores, Connecticut Academic Performance Test (CAPT) Scores;
and
» Safety — Substantiated Cases of Child Abuse and Neglect, Child Deaths, and Teen Deaths.

We hope these changes will support your work on behalf of Connecticut’s children and families.
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